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Restore Nature: Raised Bog

Abstract

Peatland once covered ~1.17M hectares of the Republic of Ireland. This represented ~17.2% of the habitat but
because of Ireland’s history of turbary, industrial peat extraction, afforestation and agricultural reclamation only
25% of this is in an intact condition and performing the original ecological and hydrological functions (Peatlands
& Climate Change Action Plan 2030, 2021). Raised bog, which started to form over 10,000 years ago in the
midlands of Ireland have been so heavily modified and destroyed that only 46,196ha are in a conservation worthy
condition (15% of the original extent of raised bog).

This loss of peatland habitat has had a truly destructive effect on the status of Ireland’s biodiversity as it is
estimated that 18.8% of birds listed within Irish Red-List utilise peatland, 60% of dragonflies and damselflies on
the Irish red-List utilise peatland and 41.7% of butterflies on the Irish red-List also utilise peatland (Ireland’s
Biodiversity Emergency — Peatland Species of Concern, IPCC, 2022). The Irish Peatland Conservation Council
also estimate that 28.2% of peatland has been utilised by forestry (Peatlands & Climate Change Action Plan 2030,
2021). Afforestation not only causes the direct loss of the surface, nutrient poor loving vegetation but the
transpiration further draws water away from the peat soils allowing oxygen, fungi and microbes in to facilitate

decomposition. The mechanisms which normally provide for the sequestration of carbon, water filtration and
retention break down causing greenhouse gases to be released to the atmosphere and peat silt enters neighbouring
water-ways disrupting aquatic habitats.

A key benchmark for assessing the condition of Ireland’s peatland habitats is the mandatory six-year reporting
cycle conducted by the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS), as required under Article 17 of the EU
Habitats Directive. In its most recent assessment “The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland ”
(2019) the NPWS' classified the conservation status of these habitats predominantly as “Bad & Deteriorating.”
This alarming designation highlights the vulnerability of peatlands, which may lack the ecological resilience to
withstand ongoing and future climatic pressures, including shifts in temperature and rainfall patterns. Immediate
and targeted restoration efforts are essential to rehabilitate their hydrological functions, thereby supporting
biodiversity and contributing to climate change mitigation.

In August 2024, to address biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation across member states the European Union
adopted the Nature Restoration Law. It mandates binding restoration targets for degraded ecosystems, especially
those listed in Annex I of the Habitats Directive and areas designated as Special Protection Areas under the Birds
Directive. Following this, Ireland needs to restore 30% of degraded habitats by 2030, 60% of degraded habitats
by 2040 and 100% of degraded habitats by 2050. Particular focus has to be on the Annexed habitats under the EU
Habitats and Species Directives. Ireland needs to submit the National Restoration Plans to the European
Commission by August 2026. The plan has to outline how Ireland plans to meet the restoration targets through a
whole of Government and society approach, including public and expert input.

Project Summary

The aim of this project is to support the Environmental Pillar’s (a coalition of 32 national environmental NGOs
in Ireland that advocates for sustainable environmental policies) input into the development of Ireland's Nature
Restoration Plan. The Environmental Pillar will submit a Shadow Nature Restoration Plan which will describe
sites that will bring high gains for biodiversity and climate change mitigation.

This project aims to support the Environmental Pillar’s input by identifying priority peatland restoration and,
where appropriate, habitat re-establishment opportunities using geospatial analysis. Specifically, GIS will be used
to locate areas within and adjacent to Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs),
Natural Heritage Areas and proposed Natural Heritage Areas that contain Article 17 Active Raised Bog and
impacted by afforestation. These degraded peatlands represent high-potential opportunities for habitat restoration
while some heavily modified areas may also contribute to longer-term habitat re-establishment. The sites


https://www.ipcc.ie/a-to-z-peatlands/irelands-peatland-conservation-action-plan/peatlands-climate-change-action-plan-2030/
https://www.ipcc.ie/a-to-z-peatlands/irelands-peatland-conservation-action-plan/peatlands-climate-change-action-plan-2030/
https://www.npws.ie/publications/red-lists
https://www.ipcc.ie/a-to-z-peatlands/status-of-peatland-biodiversity/
https://www.ipcc.ie/a-to-z-peatlands/status-of-peatland-biodiversity/
https://www.ipcc.ie/a-to-z-peatlands/irelands-peatland-conservation-action-plan/peatlands-climate-change-action-plan-2030/
https://www.ipcc.ie/a-to-z-peatlands/irelands-peatland-conservation-action-plan/peatlands-climate-change-action-plan-2030/
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/NPWS_2019_Vol1_Summary_Article17.pdf

identified will provide enhanced connectivity and will directly support the Conservation Objectives of the
designated areas and high value nature habitats.

By mapping and assessing these areas, the IPCC will produce a scientifically grounded forestry peatland
deforestation itinerary. This will highlight strategic restoration opportunities that can be rapidly implemented to
meet the 2030 targets, while also contributing to long-term ecosystem recovery. The findings will be submitted
to the Government of Ireland as part of the Environmental Pillar’s input to inform and complement the official
National Restoration Plan due in August 2026.

This sub-project, by feeding into the Environmental Pillar’s Shadow Nature Restoration Plan, will contribute to
Ireland’s biodiversity commitments, climate mitigation goals, and the EU’s broader ambition to halt and reverse
ecosystem degradation. The project directly supports Article 4 of the Nature Restoration Regulation which states
binding targets for specific ecosystems including peatlands. The plan supports the Water Framework Directive by
improving freshwater habitats and reducing organic matter emissions to waterways and the project also supports
the Climate Action Plan by reducing carbon emissions and increasing sequestration.

Methodology

The spatial analysis presented in this report draws upon the broader Environmental Pillar GIS Project, which was
established to identify priority nature restoration opportunities across multiple ecosystem types in support of
Ireland's Nature Restoration Plan and the Environmental Pillar's Shadow Nature Restoration Plan. The
methodology described below represents the peatland-specific component of that wider geospatial assessment
framework.

For the purposes of this report, a distinction is made between habitat restoration and habitat re-establishment in
line with the Nature Restoration Regulation. Habitat restoration refers to measures that improve the ecological
condition, structure, functions and processes of existing degraded peatland habitats. Habitat re-establishment
refers to measures that recreate peatland habitat in areas where it has been lost or substantially transformed. The
sites identified in this analysis primarily represent opportunities for habitat restoration, although some areas may
also contribute to longer-term habitat re-establishment objectives following forestry removal and hydrological
rehabilitation.

Spatial overlay analysis was conducted to identify priority forestry areas located within historical raised bog
habitats and European designated conservation sites (Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special
Protection Areas (SPAs)). Input vector datasets for public forestry (Coillte Forest Inventory) and private forestry
(National Map of Private Forestry) were intersected with historical raised bog habitat layers derived from the Irish
Peat Soils Map, the NPWS Article 17 Blanket and Raised Bog habitat layer, and the Irish Wetlands dataset.
Identified overlap areas were subsequently screened against SAC and SPA boundaries to determine where forestry
occurs within designated conservation sites. Finally, a 500m spatial buffer was generated around these priority
areas to group adjacent sites into clusters and assist in identifying restoration opportunities at a landscape scale.

Appendix E contains a summary of the spatial analysis describing the extent of forestry (private and Coillte) over
peatland with Article 17 Active Raised Bog derived from the different vector datasets.

The resulting forestry overlap areas were analysed to determine where forestry is impacting historical raised bog
habitats and designated conservation sites, including areas containing NPWS Article 17 Active Raised Bog
(Habitat 7110) and Degraded Raised Bog Capable of Natural Regeneration (Habitat 7120). The designated sites
identified through this analysis were then described using location information (Irish Transverse Mercator
coordinates and county), site code (National Parks and Wildlife Service designation code), and the area (ha) of
forestry overlapping with Article 17 Active Raised Bog and Degraded Raised Bog Capable of Natural
Regeneration habitats.

Utilising the NPWS Site Synopsis documents (official site descriptions and rationale for designation), the IPCC
Peatland Sites Database (a database of over 1,000 peatland sites of conservation importance), and the National
Biodiversity Data Centre Biodiversity Maps platform, species of conservation importance recorded within or
adjacent to each site were identified. Species which may benefit from habitat restoration have also been
highlighted. Each site listing additionally includes aerial imagery.



The Irish Peatland Conservation Council utilised the IPCC Peatland Sites Database to research the historical and
ecological characteristics of individual sites. The database contains information on threats and pressures, site
condition, development history, scientific research undertaken, habitats and species present, and details of any
previous restoration or rehabilitation works. This information helps further support the rationale for forestry
removal, restructuring, and/or management interventions where appropriate.

For completeness, the total surface area of identified raised bog habitats, including raised bog containing Active
Raised Bog and the area of Coillte and public forestry is included in Appendix C.

Table 1.1 GIS Data used in Project Analysis

GIS Data Provider

ﬁ/lr;;csle 17 — 7110 Active Raised Bog & SAC/SPA/NHA Site National Parks & Wildlife Service

Irish Wetlands Map Irish Wetland Surveys Ireland

Irish Peat Soil Map RePeat, Department of Agriculture, Forestry and the Marine

Coillte Forest Inventory

Coillte

National Map of Private Forestry

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and the Marine

Irish Peatland Conservation Council Peatland Sites of
Conservation Importance Database

Irish Peatland Conservation Council

QGIS Version 3.42.1 has been utilised for GIS research.

National Biodiversity Data Centre Biodiversity Maps have been used to investigate records of protected species.

Results

Table 1.2 Identified Designated Sites Needing Forestry Removal

“oa DesigSite SiteCode Size(ha) County DesigSite SiteCode Size(ha) County
 Oueh g g 14 Schohaboy Bog NHA 937 240 Tipperary
L Ought A i
g 'cuehOushterand Associate 7 2139.9/4748 Cavan —
Loughs SAC (Drummany) » 932.2885 (Section
1 Lough Gowna pNHA 992 i
i ough Gowna p identified="6sha) | "
2 Drumalough Bog SAC (West) 207 277.87 Roscommon 16 (Castlesampson Esker) 1625 227 Roscommon
Curraghaleen Bog pNHA
. 72 (approx area
| River Shannon Callows SAC (Cloniff L
3 Bog) { 216 within the SAC. SAC Offaly 17 Cranberry Lough Bog pNHA 1630 98 Roscommon
. Total = 1490ha
4 Ballygar Bog NHA 229 122 Galway 18 Nore Valley Bogs NHA (Timoney) 1853 270 Tipperary
5 Kilmore Bog NHA 283 90 Galway 19 Derrinlough Bog NHA 2197 69 Galway
Ve § R
6 Kilnaborris Bog NHA 284 237 Galway 20 | River Moy SAC (Sessuegarry Bog) 2298 773 °_5C°"‘"‘°“r
i Sligo, Mayo
7 Killsallagh Bog SAC 285 279.13 Galway 21 Carn Park SAC 2336 208 Westmeath
8 Ballynafagh Bog SAC 391 156.04 Kildare 22 Drumalough Bog SAC (West) 2338 207 Roscommon
Cloonmaul Bog
9 Carrowbehy/Caher Bog SAC 597 276 Roscommon S
2 v/ 8 23 Mount Hevey Bog SAC 2342 190 Meath
10 Cloonshanville Bog SAC 614 240.8 Roscommon ] oy
24 Annaghbeg Bog NHA 2344 163 Galway
11 Arragh More Bog NHA 640 280 Tipperary
25 Hawkswood Bog NHA 2355 60 Offaly
12 Cloncrow Bog (New Forest) NHA 677 136 Westmeath
o Slieve Aughty Mountain SP.
26 peve Aughty in SPA/ 4168 1180 Galway
13 Screggan Bog NHA 921 54 Offaly ' Drumminamuckla South




The initial analysis has identified 26 sites, designated because they contain raised bog, but which are impacted by
private and Coillte forestry. 11 sites are Special Areas of Conservation, 1 Site is a Special Area for the Protection
of birds. 11 Sites are designated as Natural Heritage Areas and 3 sites are proposed Natural Heritage Areas. All
sites contain European Habitat 7120 Degraded Raised Bog and/or 7110 Active Raised Bog.

The data from all the sources regarding each site has been tabulated (Appendix A). Aerial imagery was used to
examine each site identified in the analysis.

By examining the data IPCC have selected the top 15 sites (Appendix B) that are in need of restoration works and
forestry removal to improve biodiversity recovery, improve water quality and carbon sequestration and improve
connectivity between conservation worthy habitats and sites. While state-owned land should be predominately
targeted initially the Government also needs to establish a mechanism to reduce in-appropriate private forestry.

Conclusion

Ireland’s raised bogs are among the most critically endangered habitats in the country, with only 15% of their
original extent remaining in conservation worthy condition. The analysis presented in this Shadow Nature
Restoration Plan demonstrates that afforestation, both historic and ongoing continues to undermine the ecological
integrity, hydrological function and climate value of these peatland systems. Across 26 designated sites, including
SACs, NHAs, pNHAs and one SPA, forestry is directly impacting Active Raised Bog (7110) and Degraded Raised
Bog (7120), accelerating drying, decomposition, biodiversity loss and water-quality decline.

Through detailed GIS assessment, site level ecological review and integration of NPWS, IPCC, NBDC and the
Irish Peat Soil Map datasets, this project identifies high-priority peatland restoration zones where deforestation
and hydrological rehabilitation will deliver immediate and measurable gains. These sites represent strategic
locations where removing inappropriate forestry will rapidly restore peatland function, reconnect fragmented
habitats, support Annex I species, and contribute significantly to Ireland’s legally binding restoration targets under
the EU Nature Restoration Law.

The evidence is clear. Restoration is not only possible but urgent. Many sites show ongoing damage from drainage,
turbary, agricultural reclamation and scrub encroachment, while others have begun recovery but require continued
management to prevent regrowth of conifers and invasive species. In several cases, forestry removal would also
strengthen neighbouring SACs, SPAs and wetland complexes, creating landscape scale ecological networks
resilient to climate change.

Ireland must now act decisively. Meeting the 2030, 2040 and 2050 restoration targets will require a whole of
government approach that prioritises state owned land while establishing mechanisms to address inappropriate
private forestry. The scientifically grounded restoration itinerary developed here provides a practical,
evidence-based pathway to deliver those outcomes.

Restoring raised bogs is a national opportunity. By removing afforestation from these priority peatlands, Ireland
can protect biodiversity, improve water quality, enhance carbon sequestration, and honour its commitments to
future generations. The sites identified in this plan should form a core component of Ireland’s National Restoration
Plan, ensuring that raised bogs one of our most ancient and irreplaceable ecosystems are finally placed on a
trajectory of recovery.

REFERENCES
Peatlands and Climate Change Action Plan 2030, Irish Peatland Conservation Council, 2021.
The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland, National Parks and Wildlife Service, 2025.

National Biodiversity Data Centre — Biodiversity Maps https://biodiversityireland.ie/

Irish Peat Soil Map, Trinity College Dublin,
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016706124001629#t0045

National Parks & Wildlife Service GIS Data, https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data
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Restore Nature: Blanket Bog

Abstract

Blanket bogs represent one of Ireland’s most extensive semi-natural habitats, occurring predominantly in upland
and western regions where high rainfall and low evapotranspiration allow peat to accumulate across entire
landscapes rather than in confined basins. Unlike raised bogs, blanket bogs are ombrotrophic from formation and
are highly dependent on sustained precipitation and intact hydrological conditions. These habitats support
specialised vegetation communities, including Sphagnum mosses, ericaceous shrubs and a range of rare upland
bird and invertebrate species, while also playing a critical role in carbon storage, water regulation and climate
resilience.

Despite their ecological importance, blanket bogs in Ireland are subject to widespread degradation due to historic
and ongoing pressures including overgrazing, drainage, afforestation, peat extraction and infrastructure
development. These pressures disrupt the delicate surface hydrology, leading to peat erosion, loss of active
peat-forming vegetation and increased carbon emissions. Large areas of blanket bog are now classified as
degraded, with significant portions no longer functioning as active peat-forming systems.

Recent policy developments, including the EU Nature Restoration Law and Ireland’s forthcoming National
Restoration Plan, place a strong emphasis on the recovery of peatland ecosystems, particularly Annex I blanket
bog habitats such as Active Blanket Bog and Degraded Blanket Bog Capable of Natural Regeneration. Restoration
of these areas is essential not only to halt biodiversity loss but also to reinstate hydrological function, stabilise
peat soils and enhance carbon sequestration capacity.

This component of the project focuses specifically on identifying blanket bog sites where restoration can deliver
significant ecological and climate benefits. By prioritising degraded blanket bogs impacted by land-use pressure,
particularly afforestation, within and adjacent to designated conservation areas, the study contributes to a strategic,
evidence-based approach to meeting national and EU restoration targets.

Project Summary

The aim of this component of the project is to support the Environmental Pillar’s contribution to Ireland’s Nature
Restoration Plan by identifying priority restoration opportunities within blanket bog habitats. Building on the
broader peatland assessment, this phase focuses specifically on Annex I blanket bog ecosystems, recognising their
distinct hydrological characteristics, spatial extent and conservation requirements.

Using geospatial analysis, the project identifies areas of Active Blanket Bog and Degraded Blanket Bog Capable
of Natural Regeneration that are currently impacted by afforestation and located within, or in close proximity to,
designated conservation areas including Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs),
Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) and proposed NHAs. Particular emphasis is placed on upland and western
landscapes where blanket bogs form extensive, interconnected systems and where restoration can enhance
ecological coherence at a landscape scale.

These degraded sites are considered high-priority restoration candidates due to their capacity for recovery once
hydrological integrity is restored. The removal or management of forestry in these areas can rapidly reduce
evapotranspiration pressures, raise water tables and facilitate the re-establishment of peat-forming vegetation.
This, in turn, supports biodiversity recovery, improves water quality and contributes to climate mitigation through
reduced emissions and renewed carbon sequestration.

The analysis integrates spatial datasets including the Coillte Forest Inventory, the National Map of Private Forestry
and the Irish Peat Soils Map, alongside NPWS Article 17 habitat layers specific to blanket bogs. For each
identified site, key information is compiled including location, designation status, extent of forestry overlap and
associated species of conservation concern. Supporting data from NPWS site synopses, the [IPCC Peatland Sites
Database and the National Biodiversity Data Centre is used to contextualise ecological value and restoration
potential.

The outputs of this work will inform a targeted blanket bog restoration strategy, highlighting opportunities where
intervention can deliver measurable gains within the timelines set out under the EU Nature Restoration Law. By
aligning site-level actions with national conservation objectives, this project contributes to a coordinated approach



to peatland recovery, reinforcing Ireland’s commitments to biodiversity protection, water quality improvement
and climate action.

Methodology

The Coillte Forest Inventory data-set and the National Map of Private Forestry were geo-spatially analysed to
identify areas of forestry overlapping with historical blanket bog habitat. Spatial overlay analysis was conducted
to identify priority forestry areas located within historical blanket bog habitats and designated conservation sites
(SACs and SPAs). Input vector datasets for public forestry (Coillte Forest Inventory) and private forestry
(National Map of Private Forestry) were intersected with peatland habitats derived from the Irish Peat Soils Map
and the NPWS Article 17 Blanket Bog layer. Identified overlap areas were subsequently screened against SAC
and SPA boundaries to determine which forestry areas occur within designated sites. Finally, a 500 m spatial
buffer was generated around these priority areas to group adjacent sites into clusters and to allow a reasonable
distance to account for potential reseeding impacts on designated restored areas.

The clusters identified in the analysis were then described using aerial imagery, location information (Irish
Transverse Mercator coordinates and counties), and site codes of designated sites (National Parks and Wildlife
Service descriptors). Utilising the NPWS Site Synopsis (NPWS official site description and rationale for
designation), the IPCC Peatland Sites Database (a database of over 1,000 peatland sites of conservation
importance), and the National Biodiversity Data Centre Biodiversity Maps (citizen science biodiversity recording
platform), species of conservation importance and threats were noted.

IPCC have utilised the [PCC Peatland Sites Database to research the designated sites’ history and ecological
parameters. It contains important data such as threats and damage to a site, development history, research and
scientific studies conducted, habitats and species present, and whether a site has previously received restoration
or rehabilitation, which may further bolster the rationale for forestry removal and/or management.

The top 15 clusters that IPCC conjecture are the most suitable sites for forestry removal are listed in Appendix D
and Appendix E contains the summary of the spatial analysis describing the amount of forestry (private and
Coillte) that contains Article 17 Blanket Bog Designations across the Irish Peat Soils Map.

Table 1.1 GIS Data used in Project Analysis

GIS Data Provider

Article 17 — 7110 Blanket Bog & SAC/SPA Site Boundaries National Parks & Wildlife Service

Irish Wetlands Map Irish Wetland Surveys Ireland

Irish Peat Soil Map RePeat, Department of Agriculture, Forestry and the Marine
Coillte Forest Inventory Coillte

National Map of Private Forestry Department of Agriculture, Forestry and the Marine
Irish Peatlgnd Conservation Council Peatland Sites of Irish Peatland Conservation Council
Conservation Importance Database

QGIS Version 4 has been utilised for GIS research.

National Biodiversity Data Centre Biodiversity Maps have been used to investigate records of protected species.



Results

The GIS analysis has identified 30 clusters of forestry that intersect with historical blanket bog (Irish Peat Soil
Map), Article 17 Blanket Bog and European level designated sites (NPWS). These are shown below in Figure 1.1
& Figure 1.2 which describe the sites in relation to forestry and the designated sites respectively.




Figure 1.1 Distribution of Clusters of Forestry Identified for Forestry Removal in GIS Analysis. This map shows

the distribution of the areas of forestry (Coillte and private) and the clusters identified, that if removed would
benefit Article 17 Blanket Bog habitat and designated sites. The clusters are in order of size (ha).

Figure 1.2 Distribution of Article 17 Blanket Bog (NPWS), Designated Sites (SAC/SPA, NPWS) and Clusters
Identified for Forestry Removal. This map shows the results of the GIS analysis which has located the areas of
forestry that overlap with the Article 17 Blanket Bog NPWS data and the designated sites that will benefit from
forestry removal and restoration. The clusters are in order of size (ha).




Table 1.2 Cluster Central Location (ITM) & Forestry Area (ha) Identified

Cluster X(mw) y{rrna} Counties Ceillte Area Under Cluster (ha) | Private Forestry Under Cluster (ha) |  Total forestry identified In GIS analysis under priority areas (ha) | Area_of_Cluster_ha
1 | 6293716233 | 704056.1035 | _ Laois, Offaly 19416 0 19416 3481824
2 5633102291 | 700410.8183 | _ Galway, Clare 210824 351.954 2460198 3191.562
3 506336.5977 | 732615.7775 Galway 1731.63 11275 1742.905 2756.66
a 4884221772 | 744938 0836 Galway 154191 0615 1542 525 2633 061

5 | 566742.7026 | 6948586999 | Galway, Clare 1763.24 77.027 1840 267 2531442
6 | 610752.8907 | 8212103753 | Cavan, Leitnm 656 488 21932 67843 1795.686
7 557059.3885 | 707076.062 Galway 1027.6 85.301 1112.901 1608.997
8 710439.7744 | 705853.8833 Wickiow 752.846 3.65 756446 1547.572
9 483569.4776 | 7505421281 Galway 532516 15.286 547,802 1414597
10 | 513479.0269 | 610703.7006 Kerry, Cork 1006.05 175.365 1181.415 1331.881
11 | 6223131239 | 6997823033 | Laols, Offaly 265.63 32376 498.006 1227 862
12 549182.268 | 690848 7646 Clare 839.616 43902 883,518 1172.259
13 | AB1236.7552 | 7581937577 | Galway _540.161 : 0 _540.161 974.96_
14 | 562737.4636 | 617782 1464 | Limerick, Cork 547884 0 547.884 961.407
15 | 579203.9208 | 657845.8039 Limerick 208 807 25284 524.001 940.613
16 | 5419032712 | 820824507 Sligo, Mayo 537.57 2135 539.706 907.369
17 | 5455825234 | 8266372726 Sligo 461.608 6696 468,304 905,647

18 | €57567.8123 | B43475.556 | Monaghan, Tyrone 336.645 52137 388.782 858817
19 | 584450.2093 | 891173.2049 Donegal 327.053 2.489 329502 834.642
20 | 549242.2004 | 687120.1028 Clate: 474818 4064 515458 814.074
21 | 552786.9544 | 823305.558 sliga 336398 0 335398 807,527
22 | 484092.0294 | 803005.1439 Mayo 462.667 [ 462667 788174
23 | 5080187782 | B03554.5365 Mayo 298.854 125.82 424,674 783.779
24| 498092.4616 | 772563.1223 Mayo 213.137 15.581 228.718 730,004
25 | 563408.2514 | 7044910439 Galway 515.155 28932 544,087 715,624
26 | 6051081576 | 824128 8364 | Leitrim, Cavan 235.095 18.409 253,504 653363
27 | 478257.4162 | 734635.9283 Galway 209.861 1.567 211428 652,208
28 | 482675.0351 | 775086.6586 Wiayo 313.88 [ 313.88 623353
29 | 497257.4278 | 817224.7701 Mayo 258,228 26,715 284943 621375
30 | 497823.2972 | 7430519738 Galway 258703 11.447 27015 602,878

The location information for each cluster is described in Table 1.2 including the county or counties the cluster is
present, the total area of forestry identified and the size of the cluster including a 500m buffer (in hectares). The
data has been sorted and numbered in order of the cluster size with largest first.

The Irish Peatland Conservation Council collated information from the National Parks and Wildlife Services Site
Synopses for the designated sites that the clusters have overlap with. Information such as the habitats, species and
threats were input into a table alongside data from the National Biodiversity Data Centre species records for the
individual sites. The Irish Peatland Conservation Council also collected data from the in-house Peatland Sites of
Importance Database consisting of any information relevant to the past history including threats and damages or
past restoration works. The full dataset is available in the Appendices.

Table 1.3 IPCC Ranking of Clusters and the Designated Sites

Identified for Restoration

IPCC
) Cluster Protected Sites IPCC Rationale
Ranking
1 3 Connemara Bog Complex SAC, Massive species richness, multiple Annex | habitats, huge forestry footprint (2756 ha), extensive peatland threats,
Connemara Bog Complex SPA LIFE restoration history, hydrologically critical.
Connemara Bog Complex SAC, . . . X . . . .
Nearly identical ecological profile to Cluster 3, slightly smaller forestry footprint but still extremely high-value.
2 4 Connemara Bog Complex SPA, v . 'g P ety v P vhie
. Restoration leverage is enormous.
Maumturk Mountains SAC
Connemara Bog Complex SAC,
3 9 Maumturk Mountains SAC, The ) .
pressures. One of Ireland’s most important peatland landscapes.
Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex SAC
4 1 Slieve Bloom Mountain SAC, Slieve |Huge forestry footprint (3481 ha), strong Annex | bog habitats (4010, 7130, 91EO0), LIFE restoration history, high
Bloom Mountain SAC species richness. Large-scale restoration potential.
5 3 Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA, Lalrge forestrY area (3191 ha), Hen Hérri?r landscape, multiple peatland species, major afforestation pressures.
High restoration leverage for SPA objectives.
Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA, . . . " .
g_ ¥ Multiple SACs, Annex | blanket bog (7130), LIFE restoration history, forestry pressures directly threatening
6 5 Loughatorick South Bog SAC, " .
Pollagoona. High ecological urgency.
Pollagoona Bog SAC
7 5 Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA, Strong species assemblage, Annex | bog, forestry pressures, wind farm interactions. High-value peatland under
Sonnagh Bog SAC pressure.
8 1 Slieve Bloom Mountains SAC, Slieve |Substantial forestry footprint (1227 ha), Annex | bog habitats, LIFE restoration history. Restoration feasible and
Bloom Mountains SPA impactful.
. One of Ireland’s largest intact blanket bogs, Dunlin breeding site, peat slide history, forestry footprint significant
9 6 Cuilcagh - Anierin Uplands SAC g. . 8 8 p v v P 8
(1795 ha). Hydrologically critical upland bog.
10 16 Ox Mountains Bogs SAC Annex | _bog }?abltats F7130, 7140_, 7150), strong species richness, major forestry damage historically, LIFE
restoration history. High restoration value.
11 17 Ox Mountains Bogs SAC Same ecological profile as 16, slightly smaller forestry footprint. High-value peatland with restoration precedent.
12 21 Ox Mountains Bogs SAC Smaller footprint but still within the same high-value SAC complex. Strong restoration potential.
Bellacragher Saltmarsh SAC, L N . .
One of Ireland’s premier intact peatland systems, species-rich flushes, major peatland threats. Restoration here
13 22 Owenduff/Nephin Complex SAC and . K p P 4 P lor b
has national significance.
SPA
14 2 Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex |Extremely high Annex | habitat diversity, major peatland pressures, forestry fragmentation. High ecological value
SAC despite moderate forestry footprint.
15 27 Connemara Bog Complex SAC StrorTg specifes .richness, Annex | bog habitats, major peatland threats, LIFE restoration history. A solid restoration
candidate within the Connemara complex.
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This data was qualitatively assessed by the Irish Peatland Conservation Council and the top 15 clusters were
selected (displayed in Table 1.3) as the most reasonable target areas for blanket bog restoration as the basis for the
National Nature Restoration Plan blanket bog targets. The IPCC took into consideration the scale of the forestry,
the presence of high value blanket bog habitats, designated sites importance and overlap, species richness and
intactness. IPCC data on restoration history, threats, damages and landscape scale restoration leverage was also
utilised.

Figure 1.3 displays the displays the location of the clusters of forestry labelled with their importance in regards to
aligning with the National Restoration Plan, Article 17 obligations and National Parks & Wildlife Service
restoration priorities.
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Conclusion

Ireland’s blanket bogs are nationally significant ecosystems that deliver essential public services, including,
carbon storage, flood mitigation, biodiversity protection and climate resilience. Yet the evidence presented in this
analysis demonstrates that extensive areas of these Annex I habitats remain under severe pressure from
afforestation, drainage, overgrazing and historic land use decisions. The identification of 30 forestry clusters
intersecting with Article 17 Blanket Bog and designated SAC/SPA/NHA sites highlights a clear and urgent need
for state led intervention.

The EU Nature Restoration Law requires Ireland to restore 30% of degraded ecosystems by 2030, rising to 60%
by 2040 and 100% by 2050. Blanket bogs, particularly Active Blanket Bog (7130) and Degraded Blanket Bog
Capable of Natural Regeneration are explicitly prioritised under these obligations. The clusters identified in this
study represent the areas where policy action will yield the highest ecological return with large scale hydrological
recovery, reduced carbon emissions, improved water quality and strengthened landscape connectivity across
upland peatland systems.

The ranking undertaken by the Irish Peatland Conservation Council provides a scientifically grounded basis for
target selection within the National Restoration Plan. High value complexes such as the Connemara Bog Complex
SAC/SPA, Slieve Bloom Mountains SAC/SPA, Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA and the Ox Mountains Bogs SAC
demonstrate both the scale of forestry pressure and the strategic opportunity for restoration. Many of these sites
already have LIFE project histories, NPWS restoration works or established hydrological baselines meaning
policy action can build on existing momentum and deliver measurable gains within the EU’s mandated timelines.

To meet national and EU obligations, Ireland must now adopt a coherent, whole of government restoration strategy
that includes phased removal of inappropriate forestry within priority clusters, beginning with state owned lands.
There needs to be mechanisms to address private forestry, including regulatory reform, incentives, and long term
transition supports. Hydrological restoration and peatland rewetting aligned with NPWS Article 17 conservation
objectives coupled with landscape scale planning to ensure connectivity between SAC/SPA peatland systems.
Integration of all the available data is a must to guide site-specific restoration actions.

The findings of this analysis make clear that blanket bog restoration is an environmental necessity and also a
policy opportunity. Strategic forestry removal in the identified clusters will accelerate Ireland’s compliance with
the Nature Restoration Law, strengthen delivery of the Climate Action Plan, and safeguard one of the country’s
most irreplaceable ecosystems.

Ireland now has the evidence, the legal mandate and the ecological imperative. The clusters identified in this
Shadow Nature Restoration Plan should form a core component of the State’s official National Restoration Plan,
ensuring blanket bogs are restored at the scale required to secure their long term resilience and national value.
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Appendix B — Top 15 Raised Bog Sites in Need of Forestry Removal

1. Ballynafagh Bog

Hodgestown BagiNHA'

Site Code 000391

County Kildare

Size 156.4Ha

Location(ITM) 681589.2273 727982.7295
Afforestation Private = 81.585Ha

Coillte = 88.72Ha
Forestry on Article 17 RB 4.301Ha
Notes.

Forestry direct in centre of bog and there does not seem to be evidence of previous habitat
restoration. The forestry is impacting on a number of sites and restoration (deforestation)
would also benefit Ballynafagh Lake SAC and Hodgestown Bog NHA. Historically, Ballynafagh
has been known to support peatland species such as marsh fritillary, snipe and curlew. The
site is also under threat from drainage and mechanical cutting.
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2. Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC (Drummany)

A

ighter-and Associated Loughs SAC
=f g

s

/o F .
{ { Lo 1gh 01

UL

. o )
Site Code 000007
County Cavan
Size 4748Ha
Location(ITM) 641100.0488 817952.7441
Afforestation Private = 112.235Ha
Coillte = 1.74Ha

Forestry on Article 17 RB 0.25Ha

Notes.

This cluster of forestry is impacting on a variety of habitats within and bordering the Special
Area of Conservation. This is a high priority site and IPCC can see no evidence of previous
restoration. There is visible scrub encroachment and while IPCC are aware there is bog
woodland present which is also a priority habitat and needs recognition the industrial
afforestation is directly impacting raised bog.
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3. Slieve Aughty Mountain SPA/ Drumminamuckla South

a R
\ Rosturr N !
e e
Res AC e p 2

.f'@*i\“

. o .
Site Code 004168
County Galway
Size 1180Ha
Location(ITM) 576183.9901 700491.8042
Afforestation Private = 31.84Ha

Coillte =31.88Ha
Forestry on Article 17 RB 0.25Ha
Notes.

This cluster of afforestation impacts on a number of designated sites including Cloonmoylen
Bog SAC, Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA and some sites designated for ancient woodland i.e.
Derrycrag Wood Nature Reserve, Polinaknockaun Wood Nature Reserve SAC and Rosturra
Wood SAC. There is a large number of priority species historically recorded utilising the site
which would benefit from habitat restoration including hen harrier and merlin. Some
deforestation is evident within the SPA but there are still stands present. There is also many
threats such as turf cutting, drainage, dumping burning, agricultural reclamation and shooting.
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4. Mount Heavey Bog SAC

g

= .
Site Code 002342
County Meath
Size 190Ha
Location(ITM) 662207.2401 747702.1822
Afforestation Private = 21.0289Ha

Coillte = 82.31Ha

Forestry on Article 17 RB 32.26Ha

Notes.

Mount Heavey SAC contains priority Active Raised Bog and while the site has had restoration
already Google Maps shows that regrowth since 2024. This needs more work as it is not
compatible with conservation. Mount Heavey is a large site with damage evident from
forestry, peat cutting, drainage and reclamation. Species associated with peatland are present
such as the dingy skipper, common frog and Irish hare. The habitats present are described to
be wet and quaking, infilled lake, soak systems, flush, cutover and regenerating cutover, which
would all benefit from deforestation where appropriate.
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5. River Shannon Callows SAC (Cloniff Bog)

/

Site Code 000216
County Offaly
Size ~72Ha within SAC (1490Ha)
Location(ITM) 598095 726725
Afforestation Private = 28.1886Ha

Coillte = OHa

Forestry on Article 17 RB 0.01Ha

Notes.

There is a large number of species recorded utilising this site and within the larger Special
Area of Conservation designation. Whooper swan, golden plover, lapwing, Greenland white-
fronted geese, hen harrier and curlew would benefit from habitat restoration. There is also a
large number of associated habitats such as fen, river/streams, wet woodland and fresh-water
marshes. Threat have been recorded as being afforestation, drainage and peat cutting. There
does not seem to be any previous restoration attempted.
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6. Drumalough Bog SAC (West) Cloonmaul Bog

Site Code 000207

County Roscommon

Size 277.87Ha
Location(ITM) 561852 782749
Afforestation Private = 158.313Ha

Coillte =96.05Ha

Forestry on Article 17 RB 10Ha

Notes.

Drumalough Bog (Cloonmaul) SAC sits within a groip of raised bog sites such as
Carrowbehy/Caher Bog SAC and Drumalough Bog East SAC. Many species associated with
peatland have been recorded such as devil’s bit scabious and red grouse. Many protected
species are also recorded as utilising the site. Hen harrier, curlew and numerous sphagnum
species. Endemic species to raised bog are also found such as the black darter. While felling
has occurred which directly improving prospects for the raised bog habitat, the many clusters
of afforestation in the area are detrimental to the wider conservation of the landscape.
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7. Killsallagh Bog SAC

5

e
B Kilsallagh|Bog

Site Code 000285

County Galway

Size 279.13Ha

Location(ITM) 567316.4991 767119.7813
Afforestation Private = 13.0283Ha

Coillte = 88.53Ha

Forestry on Article 17 RB 9.34Ha

Notes.

Killsallagh Bog SAC has received de-forestation habitat restoration measures but the wider
area has a large cluster of Coillte forestry impacting on the peatland landscape. Golden plover,
red grouse, snipe and the Irish hare have all been recorded utilising the Special Area of
Conservation and would benefit further from habitat management and tree-felling. The bog
has been identified as being of outstanding quality therefore habitat protection measures are
necessary to further inhibit degradation.
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8. Cloonshanville Bog SAC

Site Code 000614

County Roscommon

Size 240.8Ha

Location(ITM) 575113.3996 791560.7279
Afforestation Private = 108.659Ha

Coillte = 148.09Ha

Forestry on Article 17 RB 4.0239Ha

Notes.

While forestry has been removed from the main raised bog area the surrounding the
afforestation is having a detrimental affect on the supporting habitats and causes further
encroachment. This will need ongoing maintenance and further de-forestation. The site has
already received damage from drainage and mechanical peat cutting which has had
detrimental affects to the habitats associated with the site, such as flushes, reedbeds and also
a high priority habitat bog woodland. Species recorded to be associated with this site include
a species endemic to raised bog, the black darter. Snipe and Greenland white-fronted geese
are also associated with Cloonshanville Bog SAC.
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9. Carn Park Bog SAC

SiteCode 002336

County Westmeath

Size 208Ha

Location(ITM) 611442.1215 741659.7838
Afforestation Private = 61.8194Ha

Coillte = 252.04Ha

Forestry on Article 17 RB 3.15092Ha

Notes.

The afforestation on Carn Park Bog SAC has been extensive with over 50% of the site planted.
Restoration occurred under the Coillte LIFE Restoration Project in 2004 and IPCC have received
notification that felling has occurred more recently. There is still much afforestation present
within the landscape that needs attention and would benefit the neighbouring raised bog
Crosswood Bog SAC.
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10. Carrowbehy/Caher Bog SAC

SiteCode 000597

County Roscommon

Size 276Ha

Location(ITM) 557076.5452 782976.0058
Afforestation Private = 61.8194Ha

Coillte = 283.489Ha

Forestry on Article 17 RB 0.2614Ha

Notes.

While forestry has been removed from the bog surface the surround landscape is heavily
forested and the landscape would benefit from restoration and management. The site is
important in terms of biodiversity as species endemic to raised bogs, such as the black darter
have been recorded. The site has been deemed as one of the most species rich raised bogs
surveyed and it is important that this is upheld.
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11. Drumalough Bog East SAC

Site Code 002338

County Roscommon

Size 207Ha

Location(ITM) 561851.6893 782749.4907
Afforestation Private = 201.496Ha

Coillte = 188.64Ha

Forestry on Article 17 RB 0.25Ha

Notes.

While forestry has been removed from within the SAC the landscape still needs extensive
felling to improve the prospects for the designated site. Deforestation would also benefit
Cloonchambers Bog SAC and Drumalough Bog West SAC. The site, while it has had restoration
is still under threat from drainage, overgrazing and turbary. There are many peatland species
recorded such as marsh fritillary, whorl snails and the green hairstreak. Peatland bird species
are also well represented with skylark and snipe both utilising the site.
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12. River Moy SAC (Sessuegarry Bog)

L
LE .
Site Code 002298
County Roscommon, Sligo, Mayo
Size 773Ha
Location(ITM) 548036.7387 814866.2571
Afforestation Private = 201.496Ha

Coillte = 166.414Ha

Forestry on Article 17 RB 0.2Ha

Notes.

The forestry borders and impacts Sessuegarry Bog, which a portion of which sits within the
River Moy SAC. Forestry is also impacting on neighbouring undesignated Corsallagh Bog and
extensively along the River Moy SAC. Aside afforestation, agricultural reclamation, turbary,
burning and drainage have been listed as threats for this site. The National Biodiversity Data
Centre lists a high number of protected species recorded for the site including golden plover
and hen harrier.
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13. Nore Valley Bogs NHA (Timoney)

Site Code 001853

County Tipperary

Size 270Ha

Location(ITM) 616818.8482 684679.8768
Afforestation Private = 186.281Ha

Coillte = 304.75Ha

Forestry on Article 17 RB 4.2Ha (West) East ~150Ha

Notes.

The Nore Valley Bogs and surround landscape features heavy afforestation, including private
forestry directly on the bog. The larger area of Coillte forestry north of the bog also borders
Monaincha/Ballaghmore Bog NHA. Hen harrier, Irish hare and otter have been recorded using
the designated site and it also contains EU Annexed habitat degraded raised bog. There is
extensive drainage, bare peat and the site and surrounding landscape would benefit from
deforestation and restoration increasing connectivity between the two NHAs.
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14. Lough Gowna pNHA

Lough!Gowna

Site Code 000992
County Cavan
Size ~65Ha
Location(ITM) 632363.9644 791075.6735
Afforestation Private = 18.8615Ha
Coillte =

Forestry on Article 17 RB 0.01Ha

Notes.

Lough Gowna (Swan Lough) pNHA, while not fully designated was identified for protection as
it contains the EU Annexed habitat degraded raised bog capable of natural regeneration. It is
surrounded by private afforestation and forestry directly on the raised bog habitat. Whooper
swan, golden plover, skylark and several high priority species have been recorded utilising the
site. There is a high number of wetland habitats in the landscape, including Swan Lough
increasing the importance of landscape management. Removal of industrial forestry would
improve connectivity between conservation worthy sites and habitats.
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15. Kilnaborris Bog NHA

® «id el

@

. o )
Site Code 000284
County Galway
Size 237Ha
Location(ITM) 632363.9644 791075.6735
Afforestation Private = 63.2313Ha
Coillte =

Forestry on Article 17 RB 1Ha
Notes.

Kilnaborris Bog NHA is separated from the Middle Shannon Callows SPA/River Shannon
Callows SAC by private afforestation. The Natural Heritage Area is recorded within the IPCC
Sites Database as containing Sphagnum auriculatum, skylark and habitats of note include
guaking and flush areas. Damage evident ranges from eutrophication, bog bursts, tears and
scots pine. Turbary has also damaged the site. The site does not seem to have had restoration,
and forestry is further encroaching. The conservation worthy network of designated sites
would benefit from landscape management.
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Noteworthy Additions

16. Money Beg and Claire Island SAC

L]

Lough Sheelin SPA

Lough Sheelin SPA

JUBE

.,.

.l’i
v o

Site Code 002340

County Meath/Westmeath
Size 364.1Ha
Location(ITM) 643986.8 781562.1
Afforestation Private = 54.7465Ha

Coillte = 55.46Ha
Forestry on Article 17 RB
Notes.

Afforestation separates the two lobes of raised bog and surrounds and encroaches on the
eastern lobe. The landscape features several protected sites, Lough Sheelin SPA borders
Money Beg and Clare Island Bog SAC. The site is visibly impacted by turbary and development.
Records held by the National Biodiversity Data Centre include the black darter, a raised bog
specialist highlighting the importance of conserving this site. Removing the industrial
afforestation would benefit the network of habitats, improving water quality, biodiversity and
improve the prospects of creating a buffer for climate change.
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17. Ardagullion Bog SAC

e
/ ~

Site Code 002340

County Longford

Size 116.4Ha
Location(ITM) 631418.3 775264.9
Afforestation Private = 116.536Ha

Coillte = 88.58Ha
Forestry on Article 17 RB

Notes.

This site highlights where cooperation between state organisations can be hugely beneficial
and may have synergistic effects for biodiversity recovery. The raised bog has been receiving
restoration after industrial extraction and has some good peatlands habitat prospects, with
some felling already occurring, but the neighbouring SAC is separated by afforestation.
Landscape management with tree felling to increase the connectivity between the sites
including the afforestation surrounding the former industrial would set both sites on a better
recovery trajectory.
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Apendix C Cluster Central Location (ITM) & Forestry Area (ha) Identified and Site Data

Coillte Area Under Cluster

Private Forestry Under

Total forestry Identified in GIS

Cluster X(ITM)| Y(ITM) Counties - Area_of_Cluster_ha Protected Sites NPWS Species NPWS Habitats NBDC Annexed Species NBDC Red List Threats IPCC Notes (IPCC_SitesDB) IPCC Threats IPCC_Restoration Notes
(ha) Cluster (ha) analysis under priority areas (ha)
‘Slieve Bloom Mountain SAC, Common Frog, Golden Plover, Jack Snipe, Lapwing, Mallard, Pheasent, Red Grouse, Rock Dove, Snipe, Fir Clubmoss, Marsh Fritillary, | Golden Plover, Greywagtail, Kestrel, Lapwing, Meadow . Waymarked Trail,demonstration site with interpretation for Coillte Blanket Bog Restoration Project 2002-2006 (LIFE),
1 e9371623]  704056.1035 Laois, Offaly 19016 o 19416 381820 e o A Hen Harrier, Peregrine, Merlin, Red Grouse 4010], (7130} [91€0] aamim . Otter Pne oo, e Snive. i Drainage, Afforestation, Forestry, Over-grazing ol restaraion roject Recreation AR A
‘Common Frog, Golden Plover, Mallard, Merlin, Pheasent, Red Grouse, Snipe, Woodcock, ffish, Marsh Fritillary, r, Grey tail, Kestrel, Meadow Pipit, Red Re ti lamation, bt
2 563310229 7004108183 Galway, Clare: 210824 351954 2460.194 3191562 Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA, Hen Harrier, Merlin, Red Grouse NA Sohaghum spp. Large hite-mose, varmihedl Hookms, Common Pctrelle, Pne Marten, Otte, Srouse, ned Woedeock Foresty. East Clare Way, Horestaton and drainage
t, Merli Iden Ple Gull, I Otter, Slender | [1150], [1170], [3110], [3130], Frog, Artic Tern, Common Tern, Curley He Kingfisher, Mallard, Merlir Pheasant, Red | Curlew, Dunlin, Golden Plover, Grevwagbawl Kestre\ Peat cutting, Over-grazing, Afforestation, Machine peat extracti
onnemara laiad, Cc Fr “ommon Tern, ed Breasted Merganser, Sandwich Tern, Sni real, Tuffed Duch ite Fronted Goose, ai teadow Pipit, Oyster catcher,  Over-grazing, Afforestation, Machine peat extraction, isted in County Development Plan, visitor centre, guidec C D Forestr
3 |sosuesss| 7326157775 Gaway s s 42508 5666 < | Naiad, ., Common T (31601, (32601, 14010}, [4030], | Grouse, Red Kite, Red Breasted Merganser, Sandwich Tern, Snipe, Teal, Tuffed Duck, White Fronted Goose, White Tailed Eagle, | Meadow Pipit, Oyster catcher, Red Gro . Machine or | Listed n County Development Plan vitor centre, guided et coe . g
lex SPA Parsley Fern, Bog Hair-grass, Heath | [6410], [7130], [7150], [7230], Wheaner ‘Swan, Woodcock, Fir Club Moss, Marsh Club Moss, Floating Water- plﬂnlavn, Slender Naiad, Marsh Frmllavy, Grey Seal, Kerry | Redshank, Redwing, Snipe, Snowy Owl, 5wm, whm:ha\, Jamation, Fertiization, Qt D walks. removal.LIFE project.
Cudweed, Piwort, , Dorset Heath, (s140) o a, Pine Mart o  Woudeock reclamation, Fertization, Quarrying, Dumping.
‘Common Frog, Artic Tern, Common Tern, Curlew, Golden Plover, Hen Harrier, Kingfisher, Mallard, Merlin, Perergrine, Pheasant, Red
t, Meriin, Golden Plover, Common Gull imon, Otter, Slender | [1150], (1170}, (3110}, (3130) rlew, Duniin, Golden Plover, Grey wagtal Kestre,
Connemara Bog Complex SAC, e [ o£s L L L (Grouse, Red Kite, Red Breasted Merganser, Sandwich Tern, Snipe, Teal, Tuffed Duck, White Fronted Goose, White Tailed Eagle, Curlew,  Golden Plove Y wagtal v Peat cutting, Over-grazing, Afforestation, Machine peat extraction, Recreation. Renewable Energy, ESB station, Forestry Plantations. Maumturk, .
4 488422.177|  744938.0836 Galws 154191 0615 1542525 2633.061 (Connemara Bog Complex SPA, ad, Frog, Greenland  Commar [3160], (3260}, [4010], (4030, Whooper Swnn ‘Woodcock, Fir Club Moss, Marsh Club Moss, Floating Water-f Inmmn ‘Slender Naiad, Marsh Fritillary, Grey Seal, Kerr Meadow Plpit, Oyster catcher, Red Grouse, Red Kite, Poaching, Er Land dr Lan Listed In County Development Plan, viitor centre, guided eat cutting, dumping, afforestation dam Maam Cross, hand cutting Collte Blanket Bog Restoration, Drain Blocking, Forestry
¥ s Com! " | Rough Stonewort, Sago Pondwees, rmk.asnmwm Parsley Fem Eﬂg Hair-grass, Heath | [6410), (7130], [7150), [7230), pe . g & s . . orey ™ Redshank, Redwing, Snipe, Snowy Owl, Swift, Whinchat, walks. The Western Way Waymarked Trail (& interpretation). | * ' dumping, M d i removal.LIFE project. No restoration on Maumt
‘Maumturk Mountains SAC I & ' isers Bat, Pine Martin, P reclamation, Feriization, Quarrying, Dumping caused damage.
Cudweed, Pilwort, t t Heath, 3 0] White-tailed Eagle, Woodcock
Fipistrle, Otter, Pine Marten
" Receaion, oreaton, medancal cting g W . Fes 350
Sleve Aughty Mountains SPA, Pollagoona was part of the Cole LIFE Banket Bog
B 566742.703|  694858.6399 Galway, Clare. 1763.24 77.007 1840.267 2531402 Loughatorick South Bog SAC, Hen Harrier, Merlin, Red Grouse, Snipe [7130) Common Frog, Golden Plover, Malard, Merlin, Pheasent, Red Grouse, Snipe, Woadcack, White-clawed Crayfish, Marsh Frtlary, | Golden Plover, Grey Wagtail, Kestrel, Meadow Pipt, Red Foresty East Clare Way ough Restoration Project 2002-2006 where drains were filled
Sphagnum spp., Large White-moss, Varnished Hook-moss, Common Pipistrell, Pine Marten, Ot Redwi Woodcock, damage from o and d Pollgoons g SC may be tresencd.
Pollagoona Bog SAC and forestry was removed.
i Imon, Slender Naad, Red Grouse, Golden | (3110), 4010), (4060), (7130], Fron. Phessent, Red. i ) Over-grazing, Peat cutting, Afforestation, Drainage, Fertilzation, | One Ireland. Ring Ouzel. Breeding ste
6 |sws2801| 8212103753 Cavan, Leitrim 656,488 21002 67843 1795686 Cuilcagh - Anierin Uplands SAC over perenine Meni o 220 o ir Varnished Hook-moss, Otter, Kestrel, Meadow Pipi, Red Grouse, . o Do A comadesecumea 201 Renewable energy. Erosion has caused damage.
Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA, Common Frog, Golden Plover, Malkrd, Merlin, Pheasent, Red Grouse, Snipe, Woodcock, White-clawed Crayfish, Marsh Friilry, | Golden Plover, Grey Wagtai, Kestrel, Meadow Pipt, Red Recreation. Afforestati b  farm. Has as
7 |sswosesse| 707076062 Galws 10276 85301 1112901 1608.997 Hen Harrier, Merln, Red Grouse. 7130 Forest East Clre
& o . ‘Sonnagh Bog SAC ’ : t ) Sphagnum spp., Large White-moss, Varnished Hook-moss, Common Pipistrelle, Pine Marten, Ot Redwi ‘Woodcock, i * o
Merlin, Otte untain Clubmoss, N Curlew, Golden Plover, Golden Eagle, Grey Wagtail, Recreation. TV mast. Coillte and private afforestation. Infrastructure.
Common Frog, Curlew, Golden Plover, Goosander, Golden Eagle, Hen Harrier, Kingfisher, Lapwing, Mallard, Merlin, Peregrine,
Firmoss, Starry Saxifrage, Lead Moss, Lesser Conpevwort Greater: Coppevwcn Parsley Fern, | [3110], (3160}, [4010), [4030], Kestrel, Lapwing, Meadow Pipit, Red Grouse, Red Kite, B d
« Trai, Coilte re . i i .
s oms| sssssen Wikdow s 36 75646 1752 et Mountans 06 Wikon 1 Clbmos, anceotesfeenwort Smalkune rehd,bo ren, Grester | (4001, (6101, 620], 7150}, | P1ear Rd rmus e K, Rk ove Shoveler, e Syt rke WhooperSwan Witon Woodeode Apne CUbmos: | gy i, g Ot Shoveer,ripe, Srouy [ — koo Tl Colterecenton aly mountonaecess | LR a0t A rowewrcourt nds drned n i 1590 for |7 & VOTIers s ot ondwoolrpaingrosion
lountains SPA. Broomrape, Echinostelium colli m, Arctic Char, Irish Hare, B: v, Red Gre 110 A 322 1AC fir » wl, k Dove, Swift, Whinchat, Wood Warbler, routes, deerpark walks. ofinterpretation. xtraction. Path dam long the f Lough Bray since mid 1990's rains blocked and fille
oomape, Echiaselum cllosum, M Cht s Hare,Sadger, RedGrous, | (81101, 821018220 19100 | 01000 e oy, L't Naterrs b, Otr, e Martens, et Soprano Pl Whiskrea ar, | O 519 Dove Swif, Whinchat, Wood Warber extacion: ah damage long th opof Lough Bray ice mid 1350
Common Frog, Artic Tern, Common Tern, Curlew, Chough, der, Hen H: Kingfish
commorant, e, Pererine, Gldn lover,Comman GulFreshwater el Mussl Marsh (150, (1170, 3110, 13130 eiew, o O D, Glden e, G g
Connemara Bog Complex sAc, | i o et ooy oot sy sy, | LitleEgret, Mialar, Merin, Perergrin, Pheasan,Red Grous, Red Kie,Red reasted ierganser Rock D e ke Nesion P O Y mmosil Pest cuting,Over forestat Lo Jisorcentre,gded | REETe3ON 8y, £58 staton, Forestry Maumturk, g
N aa3569.478| 7505421281 - S32516 15286 7802 Laaser Maumturk Mountains SAC, The (Dmmnnmnr T Hote Slend Cottongrass, Mareh chibmose, Bl Sonewort, Rough | (40601, 16410], [7130], (7240], | S¥newich Tern, Snipe, Teal, Tuffed Duc, . White Tailed Eagle, Whooper Swan, Wigeon, Woodcock Samon, Fit oA Land | walks. The Westorn Way WaymarkedTri (& terprotaton), | Pe2 CUtting. dumping,aforestaton damaged Maam Cross, hand cutting _|removalIFE project. No restoration on Maumturk. Coilte
Twelve Bens/Garraun Complex Club Moss, Marsh Club Moss, I3 lends d, C Cuvier's Beaked Whale, lmvg— p Hand cutting. Bog
SAC Stonewort, Sago Pondwees, Forked Spleenwort, Parsley Fern, Bog Hair-grass, Heath [7150), (7230}, (8110}, [8210], finned Pilot Whal Grey seal, Kerry Sl " Ow\, ‘Swift, Twinte, Whinchat, 3 lamation, Fertilization, Quarrying, Dumping Twelve Bens - Boardwalk on Diamond Hill ‘burst has caused damage. ‘an bog were filled and forestry remove.
Cudweed, Pilwort, ith, Mackay's Heath, (8220), [9140] inned Plot rey Seal, Kerry. . d Woodcock, Yellowhammer, a o -
Leislers Bat, Pine Martin, Pipostrell Otter, Pine Marten
Stack's to Mullaghareirk
Common Frog, Chough, Curlew, Golden Plover, Malkard, Pheasant, Red Snipe, Marsh Friilary, Kerry Sug, | Curlew, Golden Plover, Grey Wagta, Kestrel, Meadow
10 [s13479527| 6107037006 Kerry, Cork 1006.05 175365 181415 1331881 Mountains, West Limerick Hils Hen Harrier, Merlin, Short-eared Owl,Red Grouse, NA o Nesveied " . Smibe iy, KerrySg. | Curtew Gelden Plover, Grey Wagtal est Afforestation, Srub Encroachment 1 Active o drainage, b
Sohagnum spp., Common Pipistrlle, Leisiers Ba, Otter, ine Marten, Soprano Pipistrelle Piot, Red Gourse, Snipe,
‘Golden Plover, Grey Wagtal, Kestrel, Lapwing, Meadow
fieve Bioom Mountain mimon Frog, Golden Plover, Jack Snipe, Lapwing, Mallard, Merln, Pheasant, Red Grouse, Rock Dove, Snipe, Woodcock, Fir Waymarked Tl demonstration site with nterpretation for Collite Blanket Bog Restoration Project 2002-2006 (LIFE),
1622313124 6997823033 Laois, Offaly 46563 32376 498,006 1227.862 Steve Boom Mountains SAC, Hen Harrier, Peregrine, Merli, Red Grouse, Lesser Twayblade (4010}, (7130}, [91€0] Common Frog, Gelde e e foodeod Piit, Red Grouse, Snipe, Stock Dove, Swift, Woodcock, Drainage for forestry, Afforestation, Over-grazing ymarkedTral demonstration ste with nterpretarion fo Recreation e Blanket Bog Restoration Project 2002 2006 (L),
Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA Clubmoss, Marsh ritlary, Sphagnum spp., Otter, Pine Marten, ilte restoration project. Forestry Removal, windrowing, drain blocking.
Yellowhammer
Common Frog, Golden Paver, Malard, Meri,Phasen,Red Grouse, Sipe Woodsock W claweCrayfsh,MrshFrtr, | Glden Plover, Grey Wagtal, ksl esdow P, ed Recreation. Afforestati b  farm, Has a
’ X z 0 ins SPA,  Merli ing Rout
12 549182.268 |  690848.7646 Clare 839.616 43.902 883518 1172.259 Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA, Hen Harrier, Merlin, Red Grouse N/A Sphagnum spp., Large White-moss, Varnished Hook-mass, Common Pipistrelle, Pine Marten, Otter, Grouse, R Woodcock, Foresty East Clare Way Walking Route suffered
Common Frog, Arctic Tern, Chough, Common Tern, Curlew, Golden Plover, Goosander, Kingfisher, Little Egret, Mallard, Merlin, |
0 Ow, Curlew, Dunlin, Golden Plover, G ] reation B, ion, Maumturk, .
The Tuete Be/Garraun (1101 5520, W10, 450 | e, e, e o s, o O, Rk O St e, i T Tt | 27 0L D S or et | et Lty e e e | amliRe s v eam it o
1 asmerss| rsmass Gatnay sio1s1 o sanie1 srass Complex SAC, Maumture Salmon, Oter, Sender Naiad,Freshwate el Mussle [7130], [7150], [6110], (5210}, | Duce, Whiefrone Goose, Whaoper Swan, Wigean, Woodcock Salman,Fir ez, | Kee Kk, Vieadow P, Oysterctcher tzorl & Ot raing, forestation, Mecine p vl The Westerm T et uting dumpin, “ s hand cuting LLFE prol
Mountains SAC [8220], [91A0] Sphagnum spp., Large White-moss, Common Dolphin, Cuvier's Beaked Whale, Long-finned Pilot Whale, lealherhackTume g s  Snipe, " " e Ying. Pine: welve Bens - Boardwa\k ‘©on Diamend Hill & 808
Daubenton's Bat, Leisler’s ipistrelle ‘Woodcock, Yellowhammer, burst has caused damage. on bog were filled and forestry removed.
i " Recreation. Quad bikir Private).
14 562737.464 |  617782.1464 Limerick, Cork 547.884. o 547.884 961.407 Ballyhoura Mountains SAC N/A [4010], [4030], [7130] Snipe, Marsh Fritillary. Snipe. Forestry Ballyhoura Way walking route. trampling and visitors.
Sievefelim to Sivermines ‘Golden Plover, Grey Wagtal, Kestrel, Meadow Pipi, Red
15579293921 6578458039 Uimerick 498,807 25284 520091 saar3 Py Hen Harrier, Peregrine, Merlin, Red Grouse Golden Plover, Hen Harrier, Red Grouse, Snpe, Marsh Fitilary, Sphagnum Sp., Large Whitemoss, Oter, Pine Martin Y e e Pl Forestry Slieve Felim Way and glenstal woods oop. Afforestation,recreation.
i Overgrazing, prvate)
(31101, 31601, (40101, [4030], Malard, Red Rock D s Large White- Oter, pine Grey Wagtai, Kestrel, Meadow pipit, Red The Sigo Way trail.Coilt planted and drained 50% of orginal Project )
1 41903271 820824, ligo, M 2. w 8oy reenian Iden Plover Afforestation, T N o
N el M Steo. Mayo 757 2 sa%708 07369 g Greentend - Golden Plove (71301, (7340}, (7150] Martin Grouse, Snipe, Swift, Whinchat orestation, Turbary asi ipcc complaint to EU, site transferred to NPWS. e Forestry Removal, drains on bog filled. Windrowing
Overgrazing, prvate)
[3110], (3160}, (4010}, [4030], Mallard, Red G Rock D ipe, Sph Large White-1 Otter, Pine, Grey Wagtail, Kestrel, Meadow pipit, Red The Sigo Way trail. Coillte planted and drained 50% of original Project. )
4 ¥ X 7 M Bog I U , " 3 ti by i
v SISs62523| 8266372726 sleo o168 069 468301 90564 Greenland (Golden Plover [7130], [7140], [7150] Martin Grouse, Snipe, Swift, Whinchat, Afforestation, Turbary asi, ipcc complaint to EU, site transferred to NPWS.. drainage, overgrazing and trampling visitors, erosion, Forestry Removal, drains on bog filled. Windrowing.
Cormon Fof, Coot, Curlew, Golden Plover, e Hrrier, Jsck S, Lapuing, Mallrd, Mierin, Red Grouse,Rock Dove, Rff Shorte | 0o s developme
18 657567.812 843475556 Monaghan, Tyrone 336.645 52137 388.782 858.817 Slieve Beagh SPA Hen Harrier, Peregrine, Merlin N/A eared Owl, Snipe, Tufted Duck, White-fronted Goose, Whooper Swan, Woodcock, Fir Clubmoss, Marsh Fritillary, Sphagnum Sp., Large Re psrouse Snipe, wp & o Forestry Cross border site, largest intact upland habitat in the North. | Afforestation, dr overgrazing. IPC
te-moss, Pine Martin a urfutting to NI. Site is damaged by agricultural reclamation. Recreation.
Hen Harrier, Merlin, Golden Plover, Dunlin, Red-throated Diver, Red Grouse, Badger, Irsh Erosion,
z y 4 " n z . Mallard, Merln, 3 , e, 3 3 2 rting, Turt-
19 584450299 | 891173.2049 Donegal 327.053 2489 329.542 834.642 Lough Nillan Bog SPA and SAC Hare, Sphagnum teres 13110}, (7130) Golden Plover, Mallard, Merlin, Pheasant, Red Grouse, Snipe, Whooper Swan, Sphagnum Sy Golden Plover, Red Grouse, Snipe Over grazing, Turf-cutting, Forestry handeutting, Site Damaged from all the same impacts.
Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA and Hen Harrier, Merlin ,Red Grouse, Snipe, Irish Hare, Common Frog, Common Lizard, Red Grouse, Sphagnum Sp., Golden Plover, Hen Harrier, Kingfisher, Mallard, Merlin, Pheasant, Snipe, Woodcock, White-clawed Meadow Pipit, Red Grouse, Golden Plover, Grey Wagtail, Recreation. Afforestation, mechanical cutting, burning, wind farm. Has also
B 492622 687120.1028 Clare 7818 06t 515458 814,074 Glendree Bog SAC Greenland White-fronted Geese, Quillwort (7130l Crayfish, Marsh Fritillary, Large Whitemoss, Varnished Hook-moss, Common Pipistrelle, Otter, Pine Martin Soprano Pipistrelle Kesterl, Redwing, Snipe, Woodcock, Yellow Hammer Forestry, Peat cutting East Clare Way Walking Route suffered damage from these.
Overgrating, mechanicalcuttin, Afforestation (Coillte and Private), dumping,
' (3110}, 3160}, (4010}, (4030}, | Common Frog, Golden Plover, Mallrd, Red Grouse, Rock Dove, Snipe, Sph Large White- oter, Pine Grey Wagtal, Kestrel, Meadow pipt, Red The Sigo Way tai, Colte planted and drained 50% of orginel . Project .
e : Jand ve jon, Tu ' b
z S92786954 823305658 steo 639 ° 336398 go7.527 Y » Golden Plover [7130), [7140), [7150] Martin Grouse, Snipe, Swift, Whinchat Afforestation, Turbary asi, ipcc complaint to EU, site transferred to NPWS. |, drains on bog filled. Windrowing.
drainage, overgrazing and trampling visitors, erosion,
Bellacragher Saltmarsh SAC, ‘Salmon, Otter, Merlin, Golden Plover, 5re=mam ‘White-fronted Geese, Marsh Saxifrage, (3110}, [3160], [3260], [4010], Frog, Curlew, , Goldeneye, Hen H: Mallard, Merlin, Peregrine, Red Gr Teal, White-fronted | Curlew, Golden Plover, Goldeneye, Grey Wagtail, Kestrel, Or wind tion. Turf
2 484092.029|  803005.1439 Mayo. 462.667 o 462.667 788.174 “omplex SAC reen Feather-moss, Tomentypnum (4060, [5130], (7130}, [7140], Goose, 2, W k, Fir Clubr hs Varnished Hook-moss, Otter, Pine Martin, Kittiwake, Meadow Pipit, Razorbill, Red Grouse, Redwing, Over-grazing, Tourism, Fishing, Game shooting ‘Species rich flushes 4
and nitens), Ivy-leaved Bellﬂuwen Orchid, Marsh Clubmoss. [1330], [1410] Jack King Fisher, Phe t, Tufted Duck, Bottle-nosed Dolphin Snipe, White-tailed Eagel, Woodcock drainage.
2 |sosorerra| sozssesass Voro P 582 P, — Newport River SAC st e Missl, S, O a1 are,Comran 0, Comn Ui, o101 curew corew Ren st Aforsaton, FERg T sssreon
3 Iy | Saimon, Otter,
Petaiwort, Slender Naiad,
[1150], [1210], [1330], [1410],
Common g, Arc T, Bar-aled Godwi,Cough, Common Ten Coot,Curlw, Curew andpier, Glden Plover, Goosander
[2110],(2120], (2130}, 2150], 8 Arc Tern, Bar-taled Goduit, Coug ", Curlew, Curlew Sandpiper, Golde Bavaled Gt Glew Culew Sandlpr i
Fissidens serrulatus, e Egret,Litte Tern, Malard, Meriin, Pheasant, Red Grouse, Rectbreatsed
[2170], [2190), 2140}, [3110], Merganser, Ru" Sandwwch Tern, Shun eavad 0w, Snipe, Teal, Tufted Duck, White-fronted Goose, Whooper Swan, Wigeon, Golden Plover, Grey Wagtai, Kestrel, Kittiwake, Lapwing, Overgrazing, Peat erosion, Fragmentation by conifer forestr Erosion, gold fhural ” ure
2 ass0s2as2| 7725631223 Mayo 213137 15581 28718 730004 : [3130], 3160}, [3260], (4010], © re Pe - Meadow Piit, Oystercatcher, Purple Sandpiper, Razorbil, Erazine e v i The Western Way Mayo walking route. reclamation, burning, drai Restoration
Complex SAC b.rigida, P. $ s i0co) toasoy teasg | Woodcock, Alpine Clubmoss, i Clbimoss, Slender Naia, Petal Woodeock, plntations " d forestry removed.
I o o o " | Common Porpoise, Long-finned Pilot Whale, Minke Whale, True's Beaked Whale, foodeoct and forestry removec
b [7130), (7140}, (7150, (7220], poises Long! e . e Yellowhammer
Marsh Helleb Helle e e e, Sphagnum Sp., Large White-moss, Otter, Pine Martin
Stonewort, firmed , Arctic Char, Whooper Swan, ., Golden Plover, g 4 g
Ouniin, Curlew, Chough, Greenland White-fronted Goose.
‘Common Frog, Golden Plover, Mallard, Merlin, Pheasent, Red Grouse, Snipe, Woodcock, ffish, Marsh Fritillary, r, Grey tail, Kestrel, Meadow Pipit, Red Recreation. Afforestation, mechanical cutting, burning, wind farm. Has also
25 s6308251) 7044910439 Galws s15.155 2803 54,087 715684 Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA, Hen Harrier, Merln, Red Grouse NA Forest East Clare Way Walking Route
ay ighty Mount g , Merlin, 4 Sphagnum spp., Large White-moss, Varnished Hook-moss, Common wpmue, Pine Marten, Otte d ‘Woodcock, Y * Y Walking uffered damage from these.
13110}, [3160], (4010, [4030],
Slender Green Feather- Iden Plover, P Merl Wind energy has been investigated as a possible use of the ste. Site damaged
26 605108.158 | 824128.8364 Leitrim, Cavan 235.095 18.409 253.504 653.363 Anierin Uplands SAC - 14060], [6230], [7130], [7140], Common Frog, Pheasant, Red Grouse, Fir Clubmoss, Sphagnum Sp., Varnished Hook-moss, Otter, Kestrel, Meadow Pipit, Red Grouse, None listed & & P the sit a
Duniin,Ring Ouzel, Red Grouse, Curlew 30, 1730 [0 by erosion and bog burst (in 2021)
Afforestation (Coillte and Private), Ag. Reclamation, drainage, hand cutting,
I Otter, Slender Naiad, Pillwort, Cottongrass, Dorset Heath, | [1150], [1170], [3110, [3130], | Common Frog, Artic Tern, Common Tern, Curlew, Golden Plover, Hen Harrier, Kingfisher, Mallard, Merlin, Perergrine, Pheasant, Red | Curlew, Dunlin, Golden Plover, Grey wagtail, Kestrel, Peat cutting, O e echanical cutting, overgrazing, wind farms, quarrying, recreation,
Mackay's Heath, Green-winged Orchid, Arctic Char, (3160], (3260],[4010], [4030], | Grouse, Red Kite, Red Breasted Merganser, Sandwich Tern, Snipe, Teal, Tuffed Duck, White Fronted Goose, White Tailed Eagle, | Meadow Pipi, Oyster catcher, Red Grouse, Red Kite, b, e Uisted in c Restor,
z 478257416 734635.9283 Galway 209.861 1567 211428 652.209 Connermara Bog Complex SAC | Frog, Gr , Golden Plover, Merlin, Common | (6410, [7130], [7140], [7150, whnﬂnerswan, ‘Woodcock, Fir Club Moss, Marsh Club Moss, Floating Water-plantain, Slender Naiad, Marsh Fritllary, Grey Seal, Kerry | Redshank, Redwing, Snipe, Snowy Owl, Swift, Whinchat, e mation, mf;‘("‘;"“‘mn Do Land 15km buffer zone set by NPWS Bovroughan Bog from SAC to allow development of esb station. Half of | filled and forestry removed. Windrowing also carried out.
Terns, Choughs. (7230, (9140] 3 ol Lefslers Bat, Pine Martin, Pipostr ipi :, Woodcock . - Quarrying, Dumping Derrygoogh North under forestry. Site damaged by afforestation, burning,
d d
3 3 Jmon, Ot
Petaiwort, Slender Naiad,
1150}, (1210], (1330, [1410], i i i
Common Frog, Artic Tern, Bar-tailed Godwit, Cough, Common Tern, Coot, Curlew, Curlew Sandpiper, Golden Plover, Goosander,
[2110], 2120, [2130), 2150], & p piper Bar-tailed Godwit, Curlew, Curlew, Sandpiper, Duniin,
Fissidens serrulatus, Great Northern Diver, Jack Snipe, King Fisher Lapwing, Little Egret, Little Tern, Mallard, Merlin, Pheasant, Red Grouse, Red-breatsed
[2170, [2190), 2140}, [3110], Merganser, Ruff, Sandwich Tern, Short-eared Owi, Snipe, Teal, Tufted Duck, White-fronted Goose, Whooper Swan, Wigeon, Golden Plover, Grey Wagtai Kestrel, Kittiwake, Lapwing, Overgrazing, Peat erosion, Fragmentation by conifer forestr Erosion, gold fhural - ure
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Appendix D — Top 15 Blanket Bog Opportunities for Forestry Removal

IPCC Ranking 1 - Cluster 3- Connemara Bog Complex SAC & SPA

Top Priority Sites
B Priority Site Clusters {(500m buffer)
Forestry
B Private Forestry
I Coilite Forestry
Designated Areas
[ sPa
SAC
Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 1
Cluster 3
Protected Sites ~ Connemara Bog Complex SAC; Connemara Bog Complex SPA
Golden Plover, Merlin, Marsh Fritillary, Otter, Salmon, Greenland White-

LGy e fronted Goose

. Coastal lagoon (1150), reefs (1170), oligotrophic lakes (3110), blanket bog
Reylills (7130), depressions on peat substrates (7150)
Key Threats Peat cutting, afforestation, over-grazing, drainage, land reclamation

Site Highlights ~ Visitor centre, guided walks, County Development Plan designation
Current Pressures  Recreation, renewable energy infrastructure, forestry plantations

Coillte Blanket Bog Restoration, drain blocking, forestry removal, LIFE

Restoration Actions .
Project
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IPCC Ranking 2 - Cluster 4 - Connemara Bog Complex & Maumturk Mountains

Top Priority Sites

Forestry

B Private Forestry
I Coillte Forestry
Designated Areas

W sea
SAC

o ¥ ’_ Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 2
Cluster 4
Protected Sites ~ Connemara Bog Complex SAC & SPA; Maumturk Mountains SAC
Key Species Golden Plover, Merlin, Marsh Fritillary, Otter, Pine Marten

Key Habitats Blanket bog, wet heath, oligotrophic lakes, active peatland systems
Key Threats Peat cutting, drainage, afforestation, dumping, over-grazing
Site Highlights ~ Western Way Waymarked Trail, visitor facilities, interpretation
Current Pressures  Recreation, renewable energy, forestry plantations

LIFE restoration works, drain blocking, forestry removal. No

R ion Acti .
SHIIEIE a0 restoration on Maumturk.
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IPCC Ranking 3 - Cluster 6 — Connemara/Maumturk/Twelve Bens Complex

Top Priority Sites
B Priority Site Clusters (500m buffer)
Forestry
B Private Forestry
I Coilite Forestry
Designated Areas
[ sPa
SAC
Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 3

Cluster 9

Protected Sites Connemara Bog Complex SAC; Maumturk Mountains SAC; Twelve
Bens/Garraun Complex SAC

Key Species Freshwater Pearl Mussel, Peregrine, Golden Plover, Marsh Fritillary, Otter

Key Habitats Blanket bog, wet heath, alpine heath, scree and cliff habitats

Key Threats Peat extraction, afforestation, drainage, erosion, recreation pressure

Site Highlights Diamond Hill Boardwalk, Western Way, visitor facilities
Current Pressures ~ Rhododendron invasion, recreation, forestry, renewable energy

Restoration Actions Coillte LIFE restoration, drain blocking, forestry removal
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IPCC Ranking 4 - Cluster 1 - Slieve Bloom Mountains SAC & SPA

B Top Priority Sites

B W Priority Site Clusters (500m buffer)
Forestry

B Private Forestry

I Coilite Forestry

Designated Areas
[ sPA

SAC
Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 4

Cluster 1

Protected Sites Slieve Bloom Mountains SAC; Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA

Key Species Hen Harrier, Peregrine, Merlin, Red Grouse

Resy Falsliats Northern Atlantic Wet Heath (4010), Active Blanket Bog (7130), Alluvial
Woodland (91E0)

Key Threats Drainage, Afforestation, Commercial Forestry, Over-grazing

Waymarked trail network; demonstration site showcasing blanket bog

Site Highlights .. . e ) . i
gilg restoration; interpretation facilities linked to the Coillte restoration project
Current Pressures  Recreation and visitor use

Coillte Blanket Bog Restoration Project (2002—2006 LIFE Project); forestry

Restoration Actions . ] . .
removal; windrowing; drain blocking
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IPCC Ranking 5 - Cluster 2 - Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA

Top Priority Sites
I Priority Site Clusters (500m buffer)
Forestry
B Private Forestry
I Coilite Forestry
Designated Areas
[ SPA
SAC
Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 5

Cluster 2

Protected Sites Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA
Key Species Hen Harrier, Merlin, Red Grouse
Key Habitats N/A

Key Threats Commercial forestry

East Clare Way walking route; extensive upland landscape supporting

Site Highlights important breeding bird populations

Recreation, land reclamation, burning, renewable energy development,

Current Pressures . . . .
mechanical peat cutting, afforestation and drainage

Restoration Actions  No specific restoration project recorded
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IPCC Ranking 6 — Cluster 5 — Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA/Lough Atoric South Bog
SAC/Pollagoona Bog SAC

Top Priority Sites
B Priority Site Clusters {(500m buffer)
Forestry
B Private Forestry
I Coilite Forestry
Designated Areas
[ sPA
SAC
Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 6

Cluster 5

Protected Sites ]ilci)egngz'\Cughty Mountains SPA; Loughatorick South Bog SAC; Pollagoona
Key Species Hen Harrier, Merlin, Red Grouse, Snipe

Key Habitats Active Blanket Bog (7130)

Key Threats Forestry

East Clare Way Walking Route. Pollagoona Bog has experienced damage

Site Highlights from previous forestry planting.

Recreation, afforestation, mechanical peat cutting, burning, wind farm
Current Pressures  development. Loughatorick is also affected by shooting, invasive species and
drainage. Pollagoona may be impacted by adjacent forestry clearfelling.

Pollagoona Bog was included in the Coillte LIFE Blanket Bog Restoration

Restoration Actions Project (2002-2006), involving forestry removal and drain blocking.
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IPCC Ranking 7 — Cluster 7 — Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA/Sonnagh Bog SAC

M Top Priority Sites
| I Priority Site Clusters (500m buffer)
Forestry
= B Private Forestry

“# > I Coillte Forestry
Designated Areas
[ sPA

SAC

| Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 7
Cluster 7
Protected Sites Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA; Sonnagh Bog SAC

Key Species Hen Harrier, Merlin, Red Grouse
Key Habitats Active Blanket Bog (7130)
Key Threats Forestry

Site Highlights East Clare Way Walking Route

Recreation, afforestation, mechanical peat cutting, burning, and wind farm
Current Pressures  development. The site has experienced damage from these pressures,
particularly hand peat cutting at Sonnagh Bog.

Restoration Actions No specific restoration project recorded.

38



IPCC Ranking 8 - Cluster 11 - Slieve Bloom Mountains SAC & SPA

Top Priority Sites
I Priority Site Clusters (500m buffer)
Forestry
B Private Forestry
I Coilite Forestry
Designated Areas
[ SPA
SAC
Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 8

Cluster 11

Protected Sites Slieve Bloom Mountains SAC; Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA

Key Species Hen Harrier, Peregrine, Merlin, Red Grouse, Lesser Twayblade

Resy Falsliats I\;Ivc;r(t)l(lgzrrll dA(tglairllzt(l)c) Wet Heath (4010); Active Blanket Bog (7130); Alluvial
Key Threats Drainage for forestry, afforestation, over-grazing

Waymarked trail network and demonstration site with interpretation

Site Highlight . . : . .
He HHETHENES associated with the Coillte blanket bog restoration project
Current Pressures ~ Recreation

Coillte Blanket Bog Restoration Project (2002-2006 LIFE Project),

Restoration Actions . i : : . .
including forestry removal, windrowing and drain blocking
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IPCC Ranking 9 - Cluster 6 - Cuilcagh-Anierin Uplands SAC

Top Priority Sites
B Priority Site Clusters (500m buffer)
Forestry
B Private Forestry
I Coilite Forestry
Designated Areas
[ sPA
SAC
Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 9
Cluster 6
Protected Sites Cuilcagh—Anierin Uplands SAC

Salmon, Slender Naiad, Discelium nudum, Slender Green Feather-moss, Red
Grouse, Golden Plover, Peregrine, Merlin

Oligotrophic Waters (3110), Northern Atlantic Wet Heath (4010), Alpine &
Key Habitats Boreal Heath (4060), Active Blanket Bog (7130), Peat Depressions (7150),
Siliceous Rocky Slopes (8220)

Over-grazing, peat cutting, afforestation, drainage, fertilisation, quarrying and
dumping

Key Species

Key Threats

One of the largest intact blanket bog systems in Ireland; supports Ring Ouzel

Site Highlights and breeding Dunlin populations; a peat slide occurred on the site in 2021

Current Pressures ~ Renewable energy development and erosion impacts

Restoration Actions No specific restoration project recorded in the dataset
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IPCC Ranking 10 - Cluster 16 - Ox Mountains Bogs SAC

Top Priority Sites
I Priority Site Clusters (500m buffer)
Forestry
B Private Forestry
I Coilite Forestry
Designated Areas
SPA
A s == . » SAC
J‘.' ,fl‘,'?,:&? 9 e N ; . Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 10

Cluster 16

Protected Sites Ox Mountains Bogs SAC

Geyer's Whorl Snail, Marsh Saxifrage, Greenland White-fronted Goose,

Key Species Golden Plover
Oligotrophic Waters (3110), Dystrophic Lakes (3160), Northern Atlantic Wet
Key Habitats Heath (4010), European Dry Heath (4030), Active Blanket Bog (7130),
Transition Mires (7140), Peat Depressions (7150)
Key Threats Afforestation, turbary (peat cutting)

The Sligo Way trail passes through the site. Approximately 50% of the
Site Highlights original area was planted and drained by Coillte before transfer to NPWS
following an IPCC complaint to the EU.

Overgrazing, mechanical peat cutting, afforestation (Coillte and private),
Current Pressures  dumping, recreation, renewable energy development, burning, drainage,
erosion and visitor trampling.

Coillte Blanket Bog Restoration Project (2002—-2006 LIFE Project), including

Restoration Actions . . . )
forestry removal, drain blocking and windrowing.
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IPCC Ranking 11 — Cluster 17 — Ox Mountains Bogs SAC

Top Priority Sites
I Priority Site Clusters (500m buffer)
y Forestry
B Private Forestry
I Coilite Forestry
Designated Areas
[ sPa
SAC
Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 11

Cluster 17

Protected Sites Ox Mountains Bogs SAC

Geyer's Whorl Snail, Marsh Saxifrage, Greenland White-fronted Goose,

Key Species Golden Plover
Oligotrophic Waters (3110), Dystrophic Lakes (3160), Northern Atlantic Wet
Key Habitats Heath (4010), European Dry Heath (4030), Active Blanket Bog (7130),
Transition Mires (7140), Peat Depressions (7150)
Key Threats Afforestation, turbary (peat cutting)

The Sligo Way trail passes through the site. Approximately 50% of the
Site Highlights original area was planted and drained by Coillte before transfer to NPWS
following an IPCC complaint to the EU.

Overgrazing, mechanical peat cutting, afforestation (Coillte and private),
Current Pressures  dumping, recreation, renewable energy development, burning, drainage,
erosion and visitor trampling.

Coillte Blanket Bog Restoration Project (2002—-2006 LIFE Project), including

Restoration Actions . . . )
forestry removal, drain blocking and windrowing.
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IPCC Ranking 12 - Cluster 21 - Ox Mountains Bogs

8 Top Priority Sites

I Priority Site Clusters (500m buffer)

Forestry

B Private Forestry

I Coilite Forestry

Designated Areas

o I SPA
i SAC

Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 12

Cluster 21

Protected Sites Ox Mountains Bogs SAC

Geyer's Whorl Snail, Marsh Saxifrage, Greenland White-fronted Goose,

Key Species Golden Plover
Oligotrophic Waters (3110), Dystrophic Lakes (3160), Northern Atlantic Wet
Key Habitats Heath (4010), European Dry Heath (4030), Active Blanket Bog (7130),
Transition Mires (7140), Peat Depressions (7150)
Key Threats Afforestation, turbary (peat cutting)

The Sligo Way trail passes through the site. Approximately 50% of the
Site Highlights original area was planted and drained by Coillte before transfer to NPWS
following an IPCC complaint to the EU.

Overgrazing, mechanical peat cutting, afforestation (Coillte and private),
Current Pressures  dumping, recreation, renewable energy development, burning, drainage,
erosion and visitor trampling.

Coillte Blanket Bog Restoration Project (2002—-2006 LIFE Project), including

Restoration Actions . . . )
forestry removal, drain blocking and windrowing.
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IPCC Ranking 13 - Cluster 22 - BellacragherSaltmarsh SAC/Owenduff-Nephin Complex

SAC & SPA

y, Top Priority Sites
¥ I Priority Site Clusters (500m buffer)
Forestry
g B Private Forestry
I Coilite Forestry
Designated Areas
[ sPA
SAC
Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking
Cluster

Protected Sites

Key Species

Key Habitats

Key Threats
Site Highlights

Current Pressures

13
22

Bellacragher  Saltmarsh SAC; Owenduff/Nephin Complex SAC;
Owenduff/Nephin Complex SPA

Salmon, Otter, Merlin, Golden Plover, Greenland White-fronted Goose, Marsh
Saxifrage, Ivy-leaved Bellflower, Marsh Clubmoss

Oligotrophic Waters (3110), Dystrophic Lakes (3160), Watercourses (3260),
Northern Atlantic Wet Heath (4010), Alpine & Boreal Heath (4060), Juniper
Scrub (5130), Active Blanket Bog (7130), Transition Mires (7140), Atlantic
Salt Meadows (1330), Mediterranean Salt Meadows (1410)

Over-grazing, tourism, fishing and game shooting
Species-rich flush habitats of high ecological value

Drainage, mechanical peat cutting, wind farm development and recreation.
Turf cutting is identified as the most significant pressure, with site damage
resulting from mechanical cutting and drainage.

Restoration Actions No specific restoration project recorded in the dataset.
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IPCC Ranking 14 - Cluster 24 - Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC

A\

oAl 10

Top Priority Sites

Forestry
B Private Forestry
I Coilite Forestry
Designated Areas
SPA

SAC
Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking
Cluster
Protected Sites

Key Species

Key Habitats

Key Threats

Site Highlights

Current Pressures

Restoration Actions

14
24
Mweelrea/Sheeffry/Erriff Complex SAC

Freshwater Pearl Mussel, Salmon, Otter, Geyer's Whorl Snail, Narrow-
mouthed Whorl Snail, Golden Plover, Dunlin, Curlew, Greenland White-
fronted Goose

Coastal Lagoons (1150), Atlantic Salt Meadows (1330), Mediterranean Salt
Meadows (1410), Oligotrophic Waters (3110), Dystrophic Lakes (3160),
Watercourses (3260), Northern Atlantic Wet Heath (4010), European Dry
Heath (4030), Alpine & Boreal Heath (4060), Juniper Scrub (5130), Active
Blanket Bog (7130), Transition Mires (7140), Peat Depressions (7150),
Petrifying Springs (7220), Alkaline Fens (7230), Siliceous Scree (8110),
Calcareous Rocky Slopes (8210), Siliceous Rocky Slopes (8220)

Overgrazing, peat erosion, fragmentation by conifer forestry plantations

The Western Way Mayo walking route passes through the site. Large and
diverse upland landscape supporting nationally important peatland, freshwater,
coastal and montane habitats.

Erosion, gold mining, afforestation (Coillte and private), agricultural
reclamation, burning, drainage, hand and mechanical peat cutting, overgrazing
and recreation. The site has also experienced damage from a bog burst.

Glencullen formed part of the Coillte LIFE Blanket Bog Restoration Project
(2002-2006), including forestry removal and drain blocking.
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IPCC Ranking 15 - Cluster 27 - Connemara Bog Complex SAC

(wq M

Top Priority Sites

I Priority Site Clusters (500m buffer)
Forestry

B Private Forestry

I Coilite Forestry

Designated Areas
[ sPA
SAC

Bing Satellite

IPCC Ranking 15
Cluster 27
Protected Sites Connemara Bog Complex SAC
Kev Speci Marsh Fritillary, Salmon, Otter, Slender Naiad, Pillwort, Slender Cottongrass, Dorset
ecies
Y 5P Heath, Mackay's Heath, Greenland White-fronted Goose, Golden Plover, Merlin
Coastal Lagoons (1150), Reefs (1170), Oligotrophic Waters (3110), Oligotrophic Lakes
(3130), Dystrophic Lakes (3160), Watercourses (3260), Northern Atlantic Wet Heath
Key Habitats (4010), European Dry Heath (4030), Molinia Meadows (6410), Active Blanket Bog
(7130), Transition Mires (7140), Peat Depressions (7150), Alkaline Fens (7230), Old
Oak Woodlands (91A0)
Kev Threat Peat cutting, over-grazing, afforestation, machine and hand peat extraction, drainage,
e eats
4 land reclamation, fertilisation, quarrying and dumping
. . Listed in the Galway County Development Plan as being within the 15 km NPWS buffer
Site Highlights

zone surrounding the SAC.

Afforestation (Coillte and private), agricultural reclamation, drainage, hand and
mechanical peat cutting, overgrazing, wind farm development, quarrying, recreation,

Current Pressures infrastructure development and dumping/infilling. Proposals have been made to remove
part of Bovroughan Bog from the SAC for ESB station development. Parts of
Derrygoogh North remain under forestry.

. . Coillte Blanket Bog Restoration Project, including forestry removal, drain blocking and
Restoration Actions . . . .
windrowing to restore blanket bog hydrology and habitat condition.
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Appendix E

Active Raised Bog spatial overlay analysis

The figures below represent total surface areas (in kmz) for identified raised bog habitats across Ireland, derived
from spatial overlay analysis. Input datasets including the Irish Peat Soils Map (IPSM), the NPWS Article 17
Raised Bog layer, and the Irish Wetlands dataset were intersected to quantify the spatial extent of Active Raised

Bog (ARB) and general raised bog habitats.

Active Raised Bog (ARB)

Art 17 ARB 117,04
Irish Wetlands with ARB  1368,29
IPSM with ARB 3096,00

Raised Bog (any type) 3402,27

The figures below summarize the spatial overlap between forestry and priority raised bog habitats (specifically
NPWS Article 17 ARB and IPSM Raised Bog designations). These figures were generated by intersecting public
(Coillte Forest Inventory) and private (National Map of Private Forestry) vector datasets with the habitat layers.

Areas and proportions are presented in km? and percentage of total habitat area, respectively.

Forest on Art 17 ARB

Coillte on Art 17 ARB 3,93 3,36%
Private Forests on Art 17 ARB 1,91 1,63%
Coillte & Private Forests on Art 17 ARB 0,01 0,01%
Not forested Art 17 ARB 111,19 95,01%
Art. 17 ARB
M Coillte on Art 17 ARB M Private Forests on Art 17 ARB

B Coillte & Private Forestson Art 17 ARB M Not forested Art 17 ARB

Forest on IPSM with Raised Bog

Coillte on IPSM with Raised Bog 220,91
Private Forests on IPSM with Raised Bog 266,24
Coillte & Private Forests IPSM with Raised Bog 2,74
Not forested IPSM with Raised Bog 2606,10

7,14%
8,60%
0,09%
84,18%
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IPSM with Raised Bog

Coillte on IPSM with Raised Bog M Private Forests on [PSM with Raised Bog

B Coillte & Private Forests IPSM with Raised Bog M Not forested IPSM with Raised Bog

2606.10

Blanket Bog spatial overlay analysis

The figures below represent total surface areas (in km?) for identified blanket bog habitats across Ireland, derived
from spatial overlay analysis. Input datasets including the Irish Peat Soils Map (IPSM) and the NPWS Article 17
Blanket Bog layer were intersected to quantify the spatial extent of designated Article 17 Blanket Bog, IPSM
Blanket Bog, and overall blanket bog habitats.

Blanket Bog (BB)

Art 17 Blanket Bog 3619,80
IPSM with Blanket Bog 7633,16
Blanket Bog (any type) 8758,94

The figures below summarize the spatial overlap between forestry and priority blanket bog habitats (specifically
NPWS Article 17 Blanket Bog and IPSM Blanket Bog designations). These figures were generated by intersecting
public (Coillte Forest Inventory) and private (National Map of Private Forestry) vector datasets with the habitat
layers. Areas and proportions are presented in km? and percentage of total habitat area, respectively.

Forest on Art 17 BB

Coillte on Art 17 BB 1458,29 40,29%
Private Forests on Art 17 BB 884,11 24,42%
Coillte & Private Forests on Art 17 BB 11,47 0,32%

Not forested Art 17 ARB 1265,93 34.97%
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Art. 17 Blanket Bog

M CollltecnArt 17 B8 M Private Forests on At 17 BB M Coillte & Private Forests on Art 177 BB M Notforested Art 17 ARB

Forest on IPSM with BB
Coillte on IPSM with Blanket Bog 939,66 12,31%
Private Forests on IPSM with Blanket Bog 504,27 6,61%
Coillte & Private Forests IPSM with Blanket Bog 6,88 0,09%
Not forested IPSM with Blanket Bog 6182,35 80,99%
IPSM with Blanket Bog
M Coillte on IPSM with Blanket Bog B Private Forests on IPSM with Blanket Bog

B Coillte & Private Forests IPSM with Blanket Bog M Not forested IPSM with Blanket Bog

6182.35
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