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Rally Calls on Political Leaders to Support an Ambitious Nature Restoration Law
People take a stand for nature as politicians waver

A coalition of leading environmental organisations are rallying together from across Ireland
in a call for political leaders to support an ambitious Nature Restoration Law. At the Rally to
Restore Nature, scientists, activists, community leaders and other members of society will
demand that restoration of nature be placed at the forefront of public policy deliberations in
Ireland and that all political parties support the Nature Restoration Law in EU negotiations.

The event will take place on 31 May outside the gates of Leinster House, starting at 12.30
p.m.

The Rally to Restore Nature is being organised by the Environmental Pillar, Stop Climate
Chaos, the Sustainable Water Network (SWAN), and Extinction Rebellion — a consortium of
national coalitions working to address Ireland’s interlinked climate and biodiversity crises.
With a shared determination to restore nature and tackle climate change, environmental
groups are prepared to raise their voices, demanding that political leaders take immediate
steps to adopt an ambitious approach to the negotiation of an EU Nature Restoration Law.

The demonstration comes at a time when Ireland is facing an unprecedented biodiversity
crisis. With nature under threat and more than 80% of habitats in poor condition across
Europe', urgent action is required to halt biodiversity loss. The Nature Restoration Law,
currently being negotiated at an EU level, is the most important piece of biodiversity
legislation to come out of Europe in thirty years. Despite the clear need for a redoubling of
efforts across Europe to restore nature, Fine Gael, Fianna Fail and Sinn Féin MEPs have
spoken out against the draft law, caving in to misinformation and hysteria which has been
spread to derail the law. As a consequence several Irish MEPs have voted in the European
Parliament to completely scrap the Nature Restoration Law instead of engaging with
stakeholders and tabling amendments that would improve the regulation.

"There is strong support across Irish society for ambitious action to restore nature. The
Citizens Assembly on Biodiversity Loss recently recommended that Ireland play a leading
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role in the adoption of the EU Nature Restoration Law,” said Fintan Kelly, Agriculture and
Land Use Policy and Advocacy Officer representing the Environmental Pillar.

He continued, “There has been a lot of misinformation about the law and it's time that party
leaders reassured farmers that nature restoration is in their interests and that they will be
involved in the design and implementation of any future voluntary schemes. Many of the
targets within the draft law are less ambitious than existing national targets. The Nature
Restoration Law should be viewed as an opportunity to leverage new EU and national funds
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to deliver the greatest benefit for nature and rural communities.’

Sadhbh O' Neill, Climate Campaign Coordinator with the Stop Climate Chaos
Coalition, said “An ambitious nature restoration law is essential to tackle the twin
biodiversity and climate crises. Taking action to reduce carbon losses from drained peatlands
and organic soils is also in line with the government policy as set out in the Climate Action
Plan. Over 10m tonnes of CO2 is released annually from these two sources, which should be
a cause for alarm.? Yet Fine Gael, Fianna Fdil, and Sinn Féin MEPs are blocking the Nature
Restoration Law before negotiations have even begun.

We need our elected leaders to wake up and recognize that climate action is widely supported
by their voters and urgently needed. The Nature Restoration Law is an opportunity to create
a lasting framework and funding stream to restore ecosystems, including peatlands which are
vital carbon sinks.”

Sinéad O’Brien, SWAN Coordinator said “90% of our wetlands in Ireland have been lost’.
Restoring our wetland habitats through this law, will not only benefit biodiversity, it will
benefit water quality and climate. Half our rivers are unhealthy”. This law would make a
significant contribution to restoring them by removing barriers, which creates healthy free
flowing rivers again for migratory fish, like our salmon. Ireland has also failed to fully meet
six out of eleven indicators for the health of our seas’, while marine species such as angel
sharks and porbeagles have undergone a 90% decline’. This law would help restore
carbon-storing and biodiversity-rich habitats to our seas.

We need this law to restore nature to our wetlands, rivers and seas; we need it to be as strong
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as possible; and we need our politicians to make it happen.
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The Rally to Restore Nature will mobilise communities to demonstrate in front of Leinster
House, ahead of statements in the Dail planned for 2.00 p.m. on the current state of play
regarding the Nature Restoration Law and Irish Agriculture. Rally organisers are calling for
all of Ireland’s political parties to support an ambitious Nature Restoration Law, to develop a
national funding package to restore nature across public and private lands, and to secure an
EU commitment to a new dedicated EU Nature Restoration Fund.

We invite all concerned community members and organisations to join in this vital effort to
raise awareness about the urgent need to restore nature and demand leadership from Ireland’s
elected officials.

Rally to Restore Nature

Date: Wednesday 31st of May, 2023
Time: 12.30 p.m.
Venue: Outside the gates of Leinster House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2

Media Contacts:

The Environmental Pillar: Jamie Brunkow
Email: jamie(@ien.ie
Mobile: 085 283 6336

Sustainable Water Network: Antoin McDermott
Email: amcdermott@swanireland.ie
Mobile: 086 108 2346

Stop Climate Chaos: Sadhbh O' Neill
Email: sadhbh@stopclimatechaos.ie
Mobile: 087 2258599

About the Stop Climate Chaos Coalition

Stop Climate Chaos (SCC) is a coalition of civil society organisations campaigning to ensure
Ireland plays its part in preventing runaway climate change. It was launched in 2007 and is
the largest network of organisations campaigning for action on climate change in Ireland. Its
membership includes development, environmental, youth and faith-based organisations. Its
members are: Action Aid, Afri, An Taisce, BirdWatch Ireland, Christian Aid Ireland, Clare
PPN, Climate and Health Alliance, Comhldmh, Community Work Ireland, Concern
Worldwide, Cultivate, Cyclist.ie, Dublin Friends of the Earth, Eco Congregation Ireland,
ECO UNESCO, Feasta, Friends of the Earth, Good Energies Alliance Ireland, Irish Doctors
for the Environment, Irish Heart Foundation, Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice, Just Forests,
National Women’s Council of Ireland, National Youth Council of Ireland, Oxfam Ireland,
Trocaire, Union of Students in Ireland, and VOICE.
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About SWAN

The Sustainable Water Network (SWAN) is an umbrella network of twenty-five national and
local environmental groups working together for the protection and sustainable management
of Ireland’s water environment.

SWAN Members: An Taisce, Bat Conservation Ireland, BirdWatch Ireland,
Carra/Mask/Corrib Water Protection Group, Cavan Leitrim Environmental Awareness
Network, Celebrate Water, Coastal Concern Alliance (Associate), Coastwatch, Coomhola
Salmon Trust, Cork Environmental Forum, Cork Nature Network, Dodder Action,
ECO-UNESCO, Friends of the Earth, Friends of the Irish Environment, Irish Peatland
Conservation Council, Irish Seal Sanctuary, Irish Whale and Dolphin Group, Irish Wildlife
Trust, Longford Environmental Alliance, Macroom District Environmental Group, River
Shannon Protection Alliance, Save the Swilly, Slaney River Trust, Voice of Irish Concern for
the Environment (VOICE).

About the Environmental Pillar
Established in 2009, the Environmental Pillar is comprised of over 30 national, independent
environmental NGOs and champions the views of the Irish environmental sector.

Environmental Pillar Members: An Taisce, Bat Conservation Ireland, BirdWatch Ireland,
Green Foundation Ireland, CELT, Hedgelaying Association of Ireland, Coastwatch, Irish
Peatlands Conservation Council, Coomhola Salmon Trust, Irish Seed Savers Association,
Eco-Unesco, Irish Whale & Dolphin Group, Feasta, Irish Wildlife Trust, Forest Friends,
Native Woodland Trust, Friends of the Earth, the Rediscovery Centre, Global Action Plan,
Sonairte, Glusieacht, Cultivate, Good Energies Alliance, Cloughjordan Eco-Village, the
Green Economy Foundation, the Organic Centre, VOICE and the Zero Waste Alliance.



